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— 1 Kana my opinion of the Poems of Ockan is already difcovered. I believe 
"Soy never exiſted in any other form than that which we have ſeen, 


n $ Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands, b. 273. 
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1 J. Are 07 polite Bununoron-Hov, in Piccaplr x. 
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Senſation of reſentment, which T cannot repreſs, at the harſh, 
and, I think, unfair, treatment, which thoſe, whom TI have 
been always taught to think the brighteſt ornaments of the laſt 
have met with, at Mr. Macpherſon's hands, has urged me to take 
the pen, in a cauſe too good to need ſuch an advocate, in any age 
this. But at a period, when a Government, whoſe very being 
nds upon the Revolution's being acknowledged as a ſalutary meaſure; 
pvernment, which has no ſhadow of right, no title to a moment's 
lience, nay, ſufferance, from the nation, except what it derives ſolely 
entirely from that Revolution. When ſuch a government, led by 
e inexplicable motive, not only permits, but even encourages every 
piler, to rake into the aſhes of the dead, in order to conſign to 
my, the memory of thoſe who brought about and ſupported the 
olution, it becomes then the duty of an Engliſhman to throw in 
mite towards the defence of thoſe, whom he thinks his beſt benefac- 
, and whom he ſees unable to vindicate themſelves; and unkindly 
rted by that family, whoſe elevation to a throne has been brought 
t by them; and them alone. In ſupport of this-apparently ſevere 
rge againſt our rulers, let us recall to our memory, Hume, perhaps 
moſt artful, and at the ſame time the moſt determined writer of all 
ſe who have ptofefled monarchical principles. Sir J. Dalrymple too, 
o by his late Memoirs has made fo ſtrong an attempt to ſecond that 
er ſtroke, which was aimed by a nameſake, and, I believe, an an- 
or of his, at the Revolution, I mean the maſſacre of Glenco ; an 


on which brought more diſgrace on the cauſe of Liberty, than ten 
arto volumes of original papers will probably ever effect. 
Dr; Johnſon, a writer whoſe partiality to the exiled family of Stuart 


nes 1n every page of his works, muſt not be omitted 1n the 3 
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of Men and of Kings, and that William III. was the worſt of bo 


or that of any line ou earth the honour, I mean, of the nation, 


Civ ) 5 

of monarchical writers; penſioned by a prince who holds his cro 
not by hereditary right, but by the ide of the people. And if i 
ſaid, that Johnſon's talents ought to entitle him to a proviſion fi 
every ſtate where literary merit is regarded, I muſt then aſk, whetfi 
the ſame excuſe can be urged for the favour ſhewn by our rulers to S 
beare? Another penſioned writer, whoſe diſingenuity and ſcurriff 
would diſguſt, one would ſuppoſe, any patron ; and whoſe attachnM. 
to every ſlaviſh doctrine, ought to have excluded him from the po 1 
tion of any man that calls himſelf an Engliſhman. Let the perſon 8. 
whom the following letter is addreſſed, cloſe the liſt of authors pai 
ruin that government which ſupports them; and when that liſt is ff 
over with attention, and augmented with other names, which my 
cumfcribed knowledge of the great world, and diſtance from the ſc 
of political action, cannot ſupply, let it be anſwered, by the moſt ac 
diſtinguiſher, whether the infatuation of Government in encouragi 
or the ingratitude of the penſioners in publiſhing, ſuch performance. 
the preſs has lately groan'd with, be the greater. ee eee 
After all, I can ſcarcely forbear laughing at my own Quixotiſm. 
take up, with ſuch heat, the cauſe of a family, who have themſe! 
thought it beneath their notice, is ſuch an extravagance of knig 
errantry, as ſurpaſſes the wildeſt atchievements of the Knight o 
Mancha. And indeed, if it be quite agreeable to his Majeſty, K 
George, that his ſubje&s ſhould. be taught, that James II. was the | 


that the Revolution was a ſtate trick, contrived by a parcel of ſec 
drels, only to fave their necks; a meaſure ſo deteſted by every 
without exception, in theſe realms, that even. they who had brough 
abour, wiſhed it undone again, and entered into meaſures to overt 
it: If, 1 fay, this is the ſyſtem which his preſent-Majeſty withes te 
inculcated into the minds of the inhabitants of theſe kingdoms, 't 
Great Perſonage muſt be preſumed to know beſt the intereſt of his aug 
family: And 1 heartily acknowledge,wyſelf an officious medler, as 
as what I have to write relates to the cauſe of the line of Brunſfwi 
But there is motive far ſuperior to the cauſe of the line of Brunſwi 


NL. 
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as the Romans more ſtrongly expreſſed it, the majeſty of the peog 
and that ought not to be neglected, let kings delpiſe or miſtake their c 


intereſt as much as they pleaſe, V 
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| AVE e Oh in my Punch Addreſs, the motives 
hich have excited a plain Engliſhman, a man unknown to Courts; 
nnd unmoved by thoſe arguments which uſually inffuence political 
igh rs, Ambition or Envy, —to enter the lifts with the Editor of 
ertWn ; the tranflator of Homer; the copyiſt of Nairne. In your late 
s tqnindus publication, you have moſt certainly undertaken an 5 888 
S, | taſk :—To tear the laurels from the brows of deceaſed heroes; 
"A onvert the Admiral, in the very act of cohquering his country 8 
ol ies, into a mean, double hearted traitor ;—To teach mankind td 
wi almoſt all thoſe characters, which they have been uniformly taught 
on, Pere, is an office not uſually undertaken with ſatisfaction, by 4 a 
peorEolent heart. In order to ſoften the force of a reflection which muſt 
ar in every page of your work; at leaſt that work ſhould convey to 
Vorld, intelligence new and important; and this, as welt as thoſe 
s reflections on perſons, who can no longer plegd t their own 1 cauſe, 
to be ſupported by uncontrovertible proof s. 
1 | To , 
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To grammatic cenſors I leave, Sir, your“ * Six out of the nine 2 921 
e lates, conſiſted of the ſeven Biſhops ho had been committed if 
© the Tower. —I leave you, too, unmoleſted, in the roten 77 
„ + profligate abilities,” and“ 4 Plauſible abilities“ Theſe may 
typographical errors; er- if not, 7 are expreſſions which, hong 
comprehend not, . Iiyet will ſuppoſe to have a meaning. 
It is not your ſtile that I attack, it is the impartiality of your hiſtolf 
it is the credibility of your authorities againſt which I mean to 
my batteries. My objections to theſe may be comprized in a i: 
words, but ſeem to me unanſwerable. 
The papers of Nairne, an Under Secretary at the Court of St. 
mains, conſiſting of varibus, letters and memorials either by the mii 
ters of the exiled king, or by his agents in Britain, form the ſtreny 
of that evidence, which has induced you to load the anceſtors of the 
families in England, with a charge of the baſeſt, the moſt abi 
treachery; yet, except a ſingle letter (and of that not the original 
duced) of the Earl of Marlbro', no one proof is given of the guilt of tl 
great perſonages, except the. mere affirmations of the agents of James 
Second; whoſe intereſt it moſt undoubtedly was, to perſuade their 
ter, and, to enable him to lead the Court of France into a perſuaſion, | 
W higs and Tories would unite, to receive again their late diſcarded. S 
reign. To me this reflection ſeems ſo appoſite, that J cannot help v 
dering how you, Sir, would lay 0 great, a Kreſs. on ſuch evidet 
independible documents. 
But you, probably, will attempt 1 to 1 — RIPE by 
0 : extracts made by Mr. Carte, from the life of the abdicated Prince, 

9 ten, as We are told, by himſelf. This evidence ſeems again litt! . 
© the purpoſe. Believing, or chuſing to appear to believe, every li 
which his agents wrote concerning the ſituation of affairs in Eng 
he could do no otherwiſe than write as he. did. But ! ſhould thanks 
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1 author, who could gravely propoſe to give to the world the characters 
F the Engliſh nobility, concerned in the Revolution, from ſuch. mate- 
nl Lu, would deſerve no greater attention than he who would form a 
y eret hiſtory of the Court of George the Second, (excuſe me for a com- 
Wriſon, which to you, Sir, muſt appear almoſt prophane) from the Apo- 
Neis for themſelves of Mrs. Pilkington, and Tereſa Conſtantia Philips. 
| However, Sir, ſuppoſing that the authority of your papers were 
| HAR I cannot think the intelligence which they produce to 
= world, either important or uſeful, It is a ſpecies of information, 
Wot unlike that contained in thoſe anecdotes of the Court of Juſtinian, 
hich have not rendered the name of Procopius amiable. 
Intereſting. as ſuch diſcoveries, which tend to debaſe every ſpark of 
atriotiſm into ſelf intereſt, may be, to-the corrupt. Miniſter, who dreads 
e revival of public ſpirit, they will only rouſe in the breaſt. of the ſim- 
le Engliſh reader, a ſentiment of anguiſh for the depravity of human 
ature; and of reſentment againſt the officious intruder, who, like an 
U-taught ſcene-ſhifter, raiſes the curtain, and expoſes the confuſed 
roupe of. diſputing actors to the view of an audience, who had been 
uſt affected even to rapture, by the ſuffering virtue of an Imogen, or 
I miſguided rage of an Othello. 
But the conceſſions I have made in the laſt paragraph are much too 
arge. LI have already given reaſons, which. appear to me unanſwerable, 
gainſt the credit of your papers. Let me add, that they have avowedly 
Peen many years in the poſſeſſion of a ſociety of Roman Catholic prieſts; 
nd that the only copies to which thoſe, doubtful of their authority, 
an have recourſe, have been taken by (Carte) a bigotted Non Juror. 
Would. fuch evidence as this be admitted in any Court, in the moſt 
W1vial cauſe; and ſhall we ſubmit to have thoſe, whom we have ever 
counted the ſaviours of our laws and liberties, gibbetted up to perpe- 
ual infamy, upon authority not ſufficient, in the eye of impartial rea- 
n, to convict a. pariſh- oy of plundering a hen rooſt ? In this age of 
icoveries what may we not expect next? It will not ſurpriſe us much, 
o hear that our gallant Wolfe, had in his pocket when he was killed, 
baton de Mareſchal, and Croix de St. Louis, from Louis le Bien Aimé. 
And 
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T4) a 
And we are prepared for the authentic vouchers which may ſoon anvounf ; 
to us, that nothing but the roughneſs of the ſea prevented Sir Edwaf 
Hawke from going on board the Soleil Royal in Quiberon Bay, aj 
concerting meaſures with Conflans for the propoſed deſcent on Ireland 15 
Can this ſtartle that man's belief, who can afford a willing ear to tf 
wondrous tale of Ruſſel and Carter, as told in your hiſtory! The ol | 
triumphing, the other dying, in the cauſe of that prince, whom, 7 
aſſure us, they 1 were then determined to expell from his Throne? p 


— Oredat Judæus Apella! l 
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1 have eke too, of the partiality of your Hiftory. Of n. Sir 
think I need not bring many inſtanges. A work ſolely and avowed 
founded on the manuſcripts of a party, cannot but be partial. I w il 
however, bring one ſtriking example: ** the particulars of the ſecoſ 


<< fiege of Limerick” you write, „ are neither important, nor diſtind I 
<< known.” The importance of theſe particulars I meddle not witli 1 
but had you not determinately ſhut your eyes to every object but the Stu . 
papers, you could not have miſſed a book in the hand of almoſt eve h 
ſchool-boy; the fimple, plain, circumſtantial Journal, I mean, of ti . 
Iriſh War, written by Story. A work which bas kttle other mer 15 
indeed, except a viſible adherence to matters of fact, but which wor 1 
have ſupplied you with every circumſtance which happened every day Mas 
that ſecond fiege. *Tis true, it was wrote not by a Popith King, a fugl.., 
tive Earl, or a + miracle-crediting Secretary. It was the work I 3 
Proteſtant clergyman; and overlook'd by you, Sir, as it has been, tif * 
peruſal of it might have, perhaps, ſerved to ſoften a little that torre : 


of bitterneſs, with which you fo unmercifully, and repeatedly, ov 
whelm that wicked, mongrel army, which deprived the Iriſh of t tha; 
beloved James. 

Here then I reſt my cauſe; ll 1 believe, numbers will; join will 
me in thinking, that the flood gates of party-ſcandal have been opend 


* Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 695, 1. penult. 
+ See Nairne's Atteſtation, Orig. Papers, Vol, I. 


"AYP 0 
you on too ſlight an occaſion ; but the affair is by no means con- 
. Euded, there remains another, a heavier charge againſt you. I bring 
not. No: I have read your former publications with delight ; j 
oe enjoyed the“ ſurly ſong of the Son of Cairbar,” and have felt the 
T Joes of Gelchoſſa: Nay, I own a ſentiment almoſt hoſtile to that man, 

ä Who would cruelly tear from my graſp the wild ſcenes of Fingal, the 
4 Le events of Temora; but yet, to your and my confuſion, there 
ſuch a man, and that man is by no means a deſpicable antagoniſt, It 
1 Dr. Johnſon that I mean. — He denies the exiſtence of the Earſe lan- 
Wage in any written character; — He poſitively accuſes you of forging 
1 works of Oſſian he ridicules, with that keenneſs almoſt peculiar 
$ himſelf, the attempts which have been made by you, to convince the 
P "uy of the exiſtence of thoſe works ;—and he enforces his charge i in fo 
4 Pme a manner, that it certainly requires from you, attention and re- 
1 ication®. Clear up, Sir, to the World, the diſputed origin of your 
ſt-born, before you expect that world to give credit to the authenticity 


another offspring. Let . an be juſt: fed, before Nairne * to 
ehr credit. : 

I pride myſelf, Sir, in acknowledging that we Southern Britons owe 
the Union a thouſand benefits. Vour Nation deſerves every epithet 
honour, which our language can beſtow. It has ſupplied our fleets 
d armies with heroes; our ſenate-houſe, pulpit, and bar, with orators; 
d our libraries with authors, in elegance of language almoſt unrivalled. 
It you, and Sir J. Dalrymple, for theſe advantages, exact from us a 
Wavy price. No reinforcements of wit, of learning, or of valour, can 
Wunterbalance the havock which you have wantonly made in our ge- 
Wine ſtock of Engliſh gallantry, fidelity, and ſteadineſs—and we ſhall 
nk the bravery of a Lockhart, an Elliot, or a Gilchriſt ; the eloquence 
Ja Murray, and a Wedderburne, and the elegant diftion of a Hume, 
a2 Robertſon, too dearly earned, if we muſt give up in return, to 


ul 
76 


* See Poſtſcript. 
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eng : G-: our 


| . our Northern friends, one by one, our Milton, our Sidneys, © * 
lt Ruſſels, our Hampdens ; and with them, our every pretence to evil * 
the memory of ee patriotiſm, and public virtue. ; 
Affect not, Sir, to deſpiſe this attack, as that of an anonymous will 
ter. I take no pains to conceal my name, but to the preſent purpoſe 
is totally inſignificant. I write not againſt Mr. Macpherſon, it is ti 
Editor of the Stuart Papers againſt whom I enter the liſts; and ſhouliiſ 
I, unuſed as I am to literary warfare, ſo far ſucceed, as to impede . 
progreſs of theſe ill founded accuſations, which fo nearly concern th 
memories, to whom my country ſtands indebted for her exiſtence ail 
free nation, I owe that happy event of my poor endeavours, merely 
the goodneſs of my cauſe. I diſclaim every idea of merit, as I am coli 
ſcious that I have no claim to it. 1 
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WEST it may be ; thought that I have unfairly repreſented the opinion 
neh Dr. Johnſon « entertains of-the authenticity of the works of Oſſian, 
here ſubjoin his own words, taken verbatim from P- 273, 274, 2755 
This Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands. 


I ſuppoſe my opinion of the poems of Offian 3 is Theady 1 
W1 believe they never exiſted 1 in any other form than that which we have 


5 ſeen. The editor, or author, never could ſhew the original; nor 
can it be ſhewn Fa any other; to revenge reaſonable incredulity, by 
by refuſing evidence, is a degree of inſolence, with which the world i E 


not yet acquainted; and ſtubborn a 


dacity is the laſt refuge of guilt. 
1 It would be ealy to ſhew it if he had it; but whence could it be 
had? It is too long to be eber, and the language formerly 
ST: had nothing written. He hae doubtleſe-inſerted names: that circulate 
Win popular ſtories, and may have tranſlated ſome wandering ballad 5 if 
any can be found; and the names, and ſome of the 1 images being. ö 
recollected, make an inaccurate auditor imagine, by the help of Ca- 
ledonian bigotry, that he has formerly heard the whole. 

„ I aſked a very learned Miniſter in Sky, who had uſed all arts to make 
me believe the genuineneſs of the book, whether he believed it him- 
ſelf? but he would not anſwer. He withed me to be deceived, for- I 
the honour of his country; but would not directly and formally de- 
W ceive me. Vet has this man's teſtimony been publicly produced, as 
Jof one . held TO to be the work of Oiſian;. * > 
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v of chem could recite ſix liness They remember Sil 
be aud perhafs ſomk proverhial ſentiments; and, having n i N 1 
E. ideas, coin a reſemblance without an original. The perſuaſion & of t 
PR Scots, however, is far from amiverſal ; and 1 in a queſtion ſo caphi 
" of proof, why ſhould doubt be ſuffered to continue 2 The See * 
4 been heard to ſay, that part of the poem was received by him i 
Saxon character. He has then found, by ſome peculiar forkune, 1 
* unwritten language, Written in a character which the natives 5 of . 4 
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